
 

 

 

 

 
 

  

 
 

 

 

APPLICATION FORM 

APPENDIX 4
 PRE-APPLICATION & PUBLIC 
CONSULTATION SUMMARY 



Application Form Appendix 4 

Appendix 4 - Consultation 

  1 

1. CONSULTATION  

1.1 EIAR Scoping 
A scoping report, providing details of the Proposed Development, was prepared by MKO and circulated 
in September 2023. MKO requested the comments of the relevant Non-Governmental Organisations and 
authorities with interest in the specific aspects of the environment with the potential to be affected by the 

proposal. The responses received aid in identifying potential effects on the environment and provide 
initial feedback in the early stages of the design iteration process. Full details of the scoping responses 
received and how any issues raised are addressed in the EIAR is provided in Section 2.7 of Chapter 2 of 

the EIAR. 

1.2 Pre-Planning Consultation 

1.2.1.1 An Bord Pleanála 

The pre-application consultation process was commenced with An Bord Pleanála (ABP) in June 2023 

(Pre-planning ref: OC07.317409). Three pre-application consultation meetings were held under Section 
287 of the Planning Act with ABP. Feedback and recommendations from ABP regarding the 
environmental impact assessment and the preparation of the application were considered and 

incorporated into the application documents where appropriate. The pre-application consultation was 
closed by ABP in accordance with Section 287(3) of the Planning Act in a letter dated the 24th September 
2024.   

The pre-application consultation meetings are summarised in Table 2 below. Further detail is provided 
in relation to each meeting in Section 2.8.2 in Chapter 2 of the EIAR. 

 
Table 1: ABP Consultation Summary Table 

Meeting Details Matters Discussed 

19th September 
2023 

In-person at An 
Bord Pleanála 
and online via 

MS Teams 

• The elements of the Proposed Development to be included in the planning 
application 

• The visual impact assessment, photomontage viewpoint locations and 
appropriate study area 

• The consideration of impacts on designated sites and survey methodologies 

• The consideration of policies set out in the NMPF 

• Proposed works at the landfall site 

• Consultation and engagement with relevant bodies 

• Foundation design and construction methodology 

• Community consultation undertaken to date 

• The provision of application documents in Irish and English. 

18th December 
2023 

In-person at An 
Bord Pleanála 
and online via 

MS Teams 

• The updated layout and extension of the MAC amendment 

• The application of the design flexibility legislation 

• The policies of the NMPF and the compliance of the Proposed Development 

• Engagement to date with stakeholders. 

• The provision of application documents in Irish and English. 

• The Community Benefit Fund 

• Survey effort along the grid connection corridor 

• Potential impact on other projects in the area 

26th July 2024 
• Procedural matters to be followed for the making of an application 

• Confirmation that design flexibility is not being sought by the Applicant 
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Online via MS 
Teams 

• Sea-bed preparation and relevant licences for dumping at sea  

• Construction methodologies for the gravity-based foundations and the export 
cable burial and landfall 

• Modelling of coastal transport and sediment dynamics  

• Impact of the Proposed Development on Designated Sites 

• Ports to be used during construction and operation 

• Engagement with stakeholders 

• The provision of application documents in Irish 

1.2.1.2 Galway County Council 

Pre-application consultation with Galway County Council was undertaken throughout the Proposed 
Development’s design and the preparation of the application for development permission. Four pre-

application meetings were held with attendees from various departments of Galaway County Council.  

The pre-application consultation meetings are summarised in Table 2 below. Further detail is provided 
in relation to each meeting in Section 2.8.2 in Chapter 2 of the EIAR. 

 
Table 2: Galway County Council Consultation Summary Table 

Meeting Details Matters Discussed 

3rd May 2023 

Online via MS 
Teams 

• The prospective applicant and project background 

• Site location, context and constraints  

• Proposed Development layout and design  

• Survey work undertaken 

• Public consultation  

• The extent of the community benefit fund  

• Application timelines 

• Visual impacts along the coast 

• The consideration of designated sites 

21st November 
2023  

In-person at GCC 

• The EIAR structure and development being assessed 

• Grid Connection 

• Visual impacts on the landscape 

• Visual impacts on residential amenity 

• Community Benefit Fund 

• Site selection and alternative assessment 

• Heritage sites within the area 

• Decommissioning 

• Construction methodologies 

16th April 2024 

Online via MS 

Teams 

• General project update 

• Design update 

• Landscape and visual update including updated photomontage viewpoints 

• Community engagement update and community benefit fund details 

• EIAR and initial survey results 

• Project timelines and application lodgement 

23rd October 2024 

In-person at GCC 

• General project progress update 

• Final Proposed Development design 

• Findings of the Socio-economic and Tourism assessments undertaken 

• Visual impact from the Co. Galway coast, including the presentation of the 
photomontage booklet and other visual aids 

• Community engagement update 

• Application lodgement timelines and procedural matters 
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1.2.1.3 Clare County Council 

Pre-application consultation was also held with Clare County Council as landfall and the onshore 

elements of the Proposed Development are located in Co. Clare. Three meetings were held with various 
departments of Clare County Council.  

The pre-application consultation meetings are summarised in Table 4 below. Further detail is provided 

in relation to each meeting in Section 2.8.2 in Chapter 2 of the EIAR. 

 
Table 3: Clare County Council Consultation Summary Table 

Meeting Details Matters Discussed 

29th March2023 

In-person at CCC 

• The prospective applicant and project background 

• Site location, context and constraints  

• Proposed Development layout and grid connection route 

• Survey work undertaken 

• Public consultation 

• Nature of construction works along the grid connection 

• Potential for locating the grid connection outside the road network 

• Likely structure and scale of the community fund 

20th November 

2023  

Online via MS 
Teams 

• The OGC route and connection into Moneypoint Substation 

• The impact on the road network and surveys undertaken to inform design 

• The landfall site and its selection/ suitability 

• The visual impact from the Clare coastline, including sites such as the Cliffs 
of Moher 

• Other offshore projects off the coast of Clare and the potential for 
cumulative impacts 

• Potential impacts on archaeology 

• Planning policy context  

• The prospect of a west coast DMAP. 

22nd February 
2024 

In person 

• Meeting with Alan Kennelly, Senior Executive Engineer, Clare County 
Council to discuss the proposed grid connection route. 

30th May 2024 

In-person and 

Online with TII 
and CCC 

• The impact on the road network. 

• The OGC route and joint bay locations. 

• The OGC design 

• Reinstatement of the road surface 

• Capacity of the road network 

• Construction methodologies 

• Service crossings 
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1.3 Public Consultation  
The Applicant has undertaken extensive consultation with the local community. Community engagement 
began in January 2022, with the appointed of a Fisheries Liaison Officer (FLO) and early consultation 
with local community groups. In August 2022, a Community Liaison Officer (CLO), Michael Cloherty, 

was appointed to the project on a full-time basis to manage the consultation process. The CLO has been 
based full time in the project information office in the gteic building in Carna. The office has been used 
to meet with individuals and local community groups. All materials, images, maps and VR equipment 

used during the projects public consultation has been available to view and use on an ongoing basis from 
the office.  

A dedicated project website was launched in April 2023 and continues to be updated on a regular basis 

with the latest information on the Proposed Development. A virtual consultation room, which went live 
on the website in April 2024, provided details and a photomontage viewer. A dedicated email address 
and phone number to facilitate enquiries were made available on all project information documents and 

on the Proposed Development’s website. 

From January 2022, the Proposed Development team has been working to ensure that community 
engagement and public consultation activities have been carried out according to the fundamental 

principle of proactive consultation and open discussion. Summary details of consultations and interactions 
with the community since January 2022 is provided in the Community and Stakeholder Engagement 
Report, which can be found as Appendix 2-3 of the EIAR.  

A central component of the public consultation strategy was a 4-day public consultation event held from 
11th to the 14th June 2024. The events were held in the conference room of the Gteic hub, located in the 
Enterprise Centre in Carna, Co. Galway. The events were advertised locally and nationally 2-3 weeks 

prior through the project website, local paper notices, media press release, announcements and radio 
news features and interviews. Over the 4 events approx. 150 people attended in person. A wide range of 
detailed information, maps, images and reports around the Proposed Development were on visual 

display, as well as members of the project team available to answer questions, queries and provide and 
share information. Also, available at the event was a virtual reality headset showing a selection of viewing 
points of the Proposed Development from land as a real-life experience in a 360’ format. 

Table 4 below provides a timeline of the engagement activities that have taken place since the beginning 
of 2022, up to the present day. The local events attended provided an opportunity to engage with 
stakeholders who had an interest in the area and to understand how the Project could best support the 

community. The media interviews and publications provided information about the Project to the wider 
community. The information provided in Table 4 below is a selection of some of the engagement 
undertaken by the Project team since 2022 to demonstrate the range and depth of engagement and public 

information provided by the Project. 

Not included below are hundreds of phone calls, discussions and meetings with smaller groups and 
individuals and additional media engagement that have taken place over the entire period since early 

2022.  
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Table 4: Timeline and Summary of Public Engagement Activities undertaken for the Project 

Time Period Consultation / Meeting 

January – July 

2022 

 A Fisheries Liaison Officer (FLO) was appointed to the project to start 

consultation with the local fisheries and marine users. 
 A Project Development Manager was appointed and commenced early 

consultation with local community groups. 

 

August 2022  In August 2022 the CLO began their work in the area.  
 A two-week marine traffic assessment was carried out from Mweenish Island. 

The CLO liaised with local residents as part of the process.  
 The CLO Michael Cloherty also engaged with local elected reps in the area 

TDs and CCs 

 Basic project website was set-up with contact details for the CLO 

September 2022  In September 2022 the CLO and Development Manager with FST attended 

The Rosamhíl Harbour Conference in order to share information on the 
project and liaise with those engaged in local marine industry.  

 Further to the above, the CLO attended the Gaeltacht Glas workshop. This 

Workshop showcased green economy opportunities in the Gaeltacht and 
enabled the Applicant to share information on how the Project can enhance 
green economy opportunities in Connemara. 

 The Project team undertook a two-day visit to the area, met with local 
groups, visited communities local to the site and completed a guided 
heritage coastal walk. 

October 2022  A meeting was held with ATU Sligo and Údarás na Gaeltachta (ÚnG) to 
discuss the LEAP (Local Energy Agency Programs) for the Aran Islands 
Energy Co Op. 

 A meeting took place with local development co-op FCL, to explore setting 
up a project office, meeting facilities and the development opportunities 
around Gteic Carna (Digital Hub) for the Sceirde Rocks project. 

 A meeting was convened with stakeholders to discuss the Irish Language 
Plan for Clifden Town, focusing on its role as a Gaeltacht service town. 

November 2022  In November 2022, the Project team visited the area, including Mynish 
Island, Mace Head, and Ionad na nImirce. 

 The CLO attended below events to network and engage with business 

stakeholders, community groups and the public. This gave the Applicant an 
opportunity to update and inform these stakeholders about the Project and 
the potential opportunities going forward. 

 The CLO attended the Gteic Carna Digital Connecting Event which 
was held, in collaboration with ÚnG, to connect Gaeltacht Gteic hubs 
and explore opportunities for local companies and startups. 

 The applicant attended The Conamara Láir Energy Masterplan launch, 
with the local co-op unveiling its Community Energy Master Plan. 

 The CLO attended the Business Breakfast Event which took place in 

Rosmuc, organized in conjunction with local development groups, the 
Irish Language Plan and Údarás na Gaeltachta. 

 

December 2022  In December 2022, a member of the Project team spoke as part of a panel at 
the ÚnG / Asia Matters, Blue Economy & Marine Innovation roundtable. 
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Time Period Consultation / Meeting 

 A two-page feature article on the Project was published in the local annual 
yearbook for Iorras Aithneach and an advert for the Project was also placed 
in the same publication 

 A press release on the MAC award was issued, and featured articles and 
news were published nationally and locally  

 A foreshore licence application notice was published in local and national 

papers. 

January 2023  An interview with the CLO about the foreshore licence application, 
including updates on the project’s timeline, was aired on TG4's main news 

programme. 
 A radio interview with the CLO regarding the foreshore licence application, 

timelines, and the CLO role in the area was conducted on Radio na 

Gaeltachta. 
 Foreshore licence applications were made available for public viewing in 

local locations such as the Garda Station, libraries, and County Council 

buildings, which was featured on local radio news. 

February 2023  The CLO attended the The Rosamhíl Harbour development work 

launch/turning of the sod  
 The Project team attended the funding announcement and launch event for 

the extension to the Ionad na nImirce centre in Carna, to share information 

on the Project. This was attended by local elected reps, with Údarás na 
Gaeltachta, Roinn na Gaeltachta, Fáilte Eireann, Galway CC and other local 
business and community groups in attendance. 

 Local introductory meetings for the Project commenced with local 
development groups, voluntary coistes (community orgabnisations), local 
development companies and co-ops, and other relevant stakeholders. 

March 2023  An extensive radio interview with the CLO focusing on the Project, 
timelines, surveys, public consultations, and the Community Benefit Fund 
was broadcast on Radio na Gaeltachta. 

 Project meetings with local groups and stakeholders continued. 

April 2023  The full website for the Project went live. 

 The website launch was featured on Radio na Gaeltachta news bulletins. 
 The CLO attended the launch of Comortas Peile na Gaeltachta 2028 taking 

place in Carna, which coincided with the announcement of CLG Carna 

Caiseal new pitch and sport facilities development, which the Applicant has 
supported to date through the community support fund 

 Project meetings continued with local residents, development groups, local 

development companies and co-ops 

May 2023  The Project’s success at the inaugural ORESS auction was featured in all 
national media and press. 

 A press release on the ORESS success was issued in publications nationally 
and locally. 

 An online meeting with Aran Island groups and development co-ops was 

held. 

June 2023  The project was featured on TG4's Climate Documentary Inucadh, where 

CLO featured, discussing the important role of the Project in contributing to 
Ireland’s decarbonisation, with a general overview and timeline also 
provided. 
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Time Period Consultation / Meeting 

 A public event was organized by the Applicant to raise awareness about the 
project's Community Benefit Fund. 

 Radio and TV interviews about the event in Carna were conducted, and a 

press release was circulated with subsequent press and media follow-up. 

July 2023  The CLO attended the Rossamhíl business plan event to share information 
on the Project and outline potential opportunities 

 Press release was issued on the Project’s partnership with the Galway Hooker 
Association. 

 Ongoing meetings with local community groups and development Co-ops. 

August 2023  Meetings were held with stakeholders at Rosamhíl Harbour including the 
Harbour Master, the Department of Marine, and the Irish Coastguard. 

 Meeting was held with Connemara Airport. 
 A meeting with Aran Island Ferries took place. 
 An interview with the CLO was broadcast on Connemara Community 

Radio's Community Matters program, providing updates on the project and 
timelines 

September 2023  A meeting was held with NUIG at the Martin Ryan Marine Lab Carna to 

discuss potential collaboration on research associated with Lobster, the main 
local commercial fishery. 

 A Notice of Determination for the foreshore licence was published in 

national and local papers. 
 The Project team visited the site and learned about the local heritage in 

discussions at the Ionad Cuimhneachain na nImirceach (local Emigration 

Centre). 

October 2023  A public event for National and Local Supply Chain Business's for the 

Project took place with local and national suppliers invited to provide 
information on the opportunities for supply chain associated with the Project. 

 Radio and TV interviews about the event in Carna were broadcast and a 

press release was circulated both locally and nationally. 
 A radio interview the the CLO was broadcast on Raidió na Gaeltachta 

discussing the project, timelines, recent surveys, events, and public 

consultation. 

November 2023  The CLO attended the Bord Iascaigh Mhara Fisheries Local Action Groups 
consultation event in Clifden. 

 The CLO attended a Careers Day at Scoil Chuimthseach Chiaráin in 
Carraroe to promote careers in renewable energy. 

 A Memorandum of Understanding (MOU) was signed between the 

Applicant and Údarás na Gaeltachta to establish and support skills and 
training initiatives and consider opportunities at Rosamhíl Harbour. 

December 2023  A public information event for the Project with a focus on the Skills, 
Training, and Jobs was held. 

 A radio interview with the CLO was broadcast on the Iris Aniar programme 

on Radio na Gaeltachta, responding to questions on a recent Offshore 
Industry report and outlining the upcoming public information event in 
Carna. 

 An interview with the CLO was broadcast by TG4 on the 7 Lá current affairs 
programme from the event, answering questions about the project, providing 
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Time Period Consultation / Meeting 

an overview and timelines, inviting the public to engage with the Project, and 
welcoming consultation. 

 The CLO attended the GFI (Gníomhaireacht Fuinnimh an Iarthar) Launch 

in Carraroe. This was the launch of the Western Energy Scheme for 
retrofitting, energy efficiency and upgrading for the Gaeltacht community 
and Islands. 

 A featured article was published in the Iorras Aithneach annual local 
yearbook, which provided an extensive update on the Project, including 
general information and timelines, as well as an advert by the Project. 

 A video was published on the Project website featuring the Project’s Skills 
and Training event, which also showcased updates to the Project. 

January 2024  The Project Information Office opened at the Gteic building in Carna. 

 An interview with the CLO was broadcast by TG4 on the 7 Lá programme, 
discussing climate targets, project timelines, the Community Benefit Fund, 
and opportunities for the area. 

February 2024  An article with updates regarding the Project, the planning application, and 
upcoming survey works was published in the Connemara news section of the 

Connacht Tribune. 
 An interview with the CLO was broadcast on Connemara Community 

Radio's Community Matters program, providing updates on the Project and 

future community benefits and opportunities. 

March 2024  The Project team attended the Comhar Cumann Fuinneamh Arainn AGM & 
Public Meeting on Inis Mór to give a presentation on the Project and to meet 

with local groups and development co-ops. 
 A business networking event, including a presentation on the Project and 

discussion, was held at the Gaeltacht Business Symposium in Carna, 

attended by over 50 businesses. 
 Project video was published on the Project weebsite which provided an 

overview of the project, its progress to date and works completed, and 

timeline going forward. 

April 2024  The virtual consultation exhibition room linked to the project website was 

launched. The virtual room included new and updated project information, 
site maps and photomontages. 

 A radio interview with the CLO was broadcast on Radio na Gaeltachta 

discussing recent Project information and informing on timelines and 
upcoming public information and consultation. 

 An interview with the CLO was broadcast on TG4, discussing recent updates 

on the Project, and providing information on timelines and upcoming public 
information and consultation. 

 The CLO attended a meeting with local community groups and Council 

representatives to discuss areas in need of services, upgrades, and future 
opportunities. 

May 2024  An interview with the CLO was broadcast on Raidió na Gaeltachta to 

advertise the public consultation and describe the event, including dates and 
times. 

 A Project information brochure was developed for circulation. The Brochure 

provides an overview of the Project, economic and community benefits, the 
Community Benefit Fund and contact details of the CLO. 
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Time Period Consultation / Meeting 

 Virtual reality headset was developed to give a more realistic 360° view and 
improved visual perspective of a selection of photomontages viewing points. 
The headset experience was developed in preparation for the upcoming 

public consultation event. 

June 2024  A public consultation and information event was held over a four-day period 
in the Project Information Office, at the Gteic building in Carna, from 

Tuesday 11th June to Friday 14th June. Further detail in provided in Section 
2.1.2 below. 

 An interview with the CLO was broadcast by TG4 following up on the 

community engagement event. 
 A series of interviews with the CLO were broadcast on Radio na Gaeltachta 

prior to, during and after the public consultation event. 

July 2024  Project information office was open to the public daily with all up-to-date 
information on the Project, maps, images and virtual headsets available to 

view and use. 
 Distribution of Project information brochure. 

August 2024  Project information office open to the public daily with all up-to-date 

information on the Project, maps, images and virtual headsets available to 
view and use. 

September 2024  Meetings held with Údarás na Gaeltachta to discuss Rosamhíl development, 
training initiatives and community benefit fund plans. 

 Project information office open to the public daily with all up-to-date 

information on the Project, maps, images and virtual headsets available to 
view and use. 

 Distribution of project information brochure. 

October 2024  Project information office open to the public daily with all up-to-date 
information on the Project, maps, images and virtual headsets available to 
view and use. 

 Distribution of project information brochure. 

November 2024  Project information office open to the public daily with all up-to-date 

information on the Project, maps, images and virtual headsets available to 
view and use. 

 Distribution of project information brochure. 

 

Please refer to Appendix 2-3 of the EIAR for more details in relation to Community Consultation.












